THE 


CONSTANCY: 


Of the 


People called Quakers, 


In their Teſtimony againſt POPERY, fincerely 


Aſterted, in Oppoſition to a Perverſs Lybel, falſly Stiled, 
A Looking-Glaſs for the QUAKE RS, (in Two 
Collumns) Fallacioully Miſrepreſenting them : 


Humbly Offered to Publick and Impartial View. 


FT HE Title beſpeaks the injurious Deſign and Attempt of the Obſcure Amther, 


Unjuſtly and Maliciouſly to Expoſe the "People called Qnakers, either as in- 
conſiſtent with their Profeſſion againſt Popery z or as uncertain Tempori- 
zers, and no real Froteſtants, (which is a Slanderous Inſinuation) for fayes he, / he 
firſt Collumn is what they formerly Publiſhed againſt Fapiſts; and the other Collumn is what 
they Publiſhed on their bebalf,, when uppermoſt. Wherein tis obſervable, tat he renders 
all the words he has Cited in both his Collumns, to be what the Quakers have Publiſh- 


ed, concluding his Pamphlet, to be Only the Quakers own Words, withent any Objerva- Page o 


tions or Remarks; Which 15 apparrently Falſe, as well as Scandalous; a great part of his 
Collections being none of the Quakers Words, Language or Bouks, bur { me other 
Nameleſs Pamplets, which the Libeller unjuſtly fathereth upon the People called 

uakers. | 

*Tis true, he Quotes William Penn, Page 4. in his ſecond Collumn againſt Papifts 
and Popes, and their Perſecutions, Cc. and not on Papiſts behalf, whereby he hath gi- 
ven the Lye to his Title Page. And we doubt not, but by the Grace of God i liam 
Penn will lincerely keep to his Teſtimony againit Popery and Perſecution. However, 
he be Unjuftly Repreſented to the contrary by falſe Repotts, Prejudice or Envy : To 
his own vindication, in Anſwer to the Letter directed to Mr Fenn, we Refer the Un- 
prejudiced Reader for further ſatisfaction. And we cannot ſee how ! liam / enn, or 
others of our Friends Writing againſt Perſecution, both among Papifts and others, 


and for Liberty of Conſcience towards God, can with any Colour of Realon be conltru- Paze 5. 


ed, cither for Popery, or in the Papi/ts behalf, as Fapi/ts ; there being nothing more con- 
trary or repugnant to Popery it ſelf, or the delign thereof, then the free Enjoyment 
of a real Liberty of Conſcience in matters of Religion and Worſhip, which Popery it ſelf 
allows not Diſſenters, tho we cannot therefore think it Chriſtian to Retaliate upon Pa- 
piſis, by rendering Evil for Evil, to deſtroy them only tor their Conſciences in Reli- 
£i0us matters; thus none would be ſerved. 

\ hat perſwalive Arguments for Moderation have been written to Proteſf ants in 
general, or to the Church of England 1n particular, - againſt Corporal or pecuniary 
Puniſhments for Re'igious Dillent, or for Repeal of Diſtrudtive Penal Laws in that 
Caſe, (ſome whereof being even apainſt ditlenting Protefiants) all conicientious 
Difſenters, even Fretejtants themſelves; were and are of the fame mind, it 
being moit-natural for Ferfons when under Oppreſlion, to detire their Burthens may | 

| be 


Page 6. 


( 2 


be wholly removed, (and bleed be God that fme legal Reftraint is put to thoſe I,aws) 
a thing ſo highly commendable in the Civil Gaverament: > And we foo no canſe of Re- 
traction 1n this Caſe, no more then for commeniins, the Moderation of a Porih Prince, 
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Again, how notoriouſly has the Libeller fallifted his Title nzge, in p29% GC. not keep- 
ing within bounds of his oF#n method; Where in his firſt Collumn, Pop; Relervations, 
as to Teſts, is implyed, and the Blood and Cruelty that hath attended Foperyz and in 
his ſecond Collumn, an Expreſs Teſt againit Popery cited, and both fatliered upon the 
Qnzkers ; How thencan the Second be what the & uakers have publiſhed on Papiſts be- 
half, as his Title pretends? What Credir can ſuch lilly, contradictory confuied Stuff 
be ci, withany Perſon of common Sence ? MNunc vide, audi, juaica, (as his T crms are) 
How the Lybeller has atted the part of both Knave and Fol in Print, or like ſome 
Malicious Soatter-Head Apoitare, to bring an Innocent People under Reproach ard 


Contempt, by fallacious Abyſes. and notorions {elF Contredictions. 
Bur chey #4ve prayed for = late Ring witheir Addreſſes, and wiited him well; and what 


theu? So have a great many of the Church ef England, in far more high and flouriſhing 
Expreſſions and Rhetorick in their Addreiles to (and Prayers for) the Late King? And 
have they not alſo frequently prayed for him in their Lyturgy too? Are they all there- 
fore fayourers of Popery,or of Papilts as ſuch ? At this rate who may eſcape the reproach- 
ful Pens of ſuch Libellizing Lacendiaries ? How ſhall the DoCtrine or Prac ice even of the 
holy Apoitles and Primitive Chriſtians go free ? viz. to Pray for all inen, even for 
Kings, and all in Authority, that under them they might livea peaceable and quier Lite, 
in all Godlinels and Honeſty, and God knows we have aimed at no other. Ard this 
Chriſtian Converſation towards Authority, &c. we hope in God ever to own, and ſtand 
by in the ſame Chrittian Spirit. Haying alſo in our Addreſs to King Fames 2. dated 6th 
of Fune ({ocalied) 1698. Plainly declared, viz. *That we hep» by God's Grace to let the 
© World ſee we can hone{ily ans beartily appear for Liberty of Conſcience, and be Invilably 
© [rue to our own Religion, nhatever the Folly or A:dneſs of ſome men on that account may ſug- 
© reſt to the contrary, &c. Where's now tne double-mindednels ?* May not this beſpeak 
tothe World our Sincerity, and anſwer and confute the Fully and Envy of our Adver- 
ſary ? Asto ſome Advice, Reaſons or Arguings, Cited about Repeal of its, &c. p. 5; 
6, 7, 3. he has not produced his Authors, nor of diyers other things caſt upon the People 
called 2#u4kxers, and we know not who they are ; thus cloudy and abmiguons is he in his 


Pe 6 works of Darkneis, and deiigns againſt us. How proves he the Remonftrance (he men< 
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tions) to the Parliament after the Death of Sir Edmonbury Godfrey, to be the Cuakers Re- 
monſtrance, We pdflitively deny that *twas theirs, as the Libeller ſays *twas. It nei- 
ther reſembles the Qnakers tn Matter nor Stile in many things. Where did ever the 
Pcople called Qu-zers thus dictate tothe Government, or uic ſuch war-like Language 
as this, viz. Ler cvery Proteſtant Family be well armed, &c. Let there be an Aft with) a fr:th 
Penalty, &Cc. Tat it (hall oe Trezſon for any Papift to entertain any Prieſt, Feſt, or Seminary 
in their Horſe ? Wit! much more of like nature unjuſtly calt upon the harmieſs, Quakers, 
as their words. Aud it our Adverfary darſt ſhew himſelf, and were parcicularty que- 
ſtioncd atout every nameleis Pamphiet he has quoted as ours, we a: peitwadce he 
wovld be hard put to it for proof. 

To conclnde, our Scntiments, real Sence and Clearneſs in theſe matters from Povery, 
(vnjiltly inimuated againit us) may be fumm?d up thus, v:x. : 

Fir, Ourplain and ample Teſtimonies and Jucgments given ag2inft Popery, I0o- 
larry and 'Supzriticions, Perfecutions and Cruelties,ciears us not only from Popery,but 
trom 0:93 0: any Parry with tnem, as Papij;s, and thoſe Teliimonies we tad by, 

Seco. Our Telifying agzinft Periecution, Loth in the Church of Aeme, and 2s we 
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( be 
have deep! y ſuffered under it, from many 2 the Church of England (cſpecia!ly of the 
Clergy) is Evidence that we impartielly and fincerely ditown Popery, ang the Spirit of 
it, for Perſccution is no Þ{tter then Popery where-ever it is; andit.can be no variation 
from our T-iim2ny, to ſpeak more favourably of the Moderate fort in bath Churches, 
then of the Ridgged 2nd Perſecuting in either, we muRt ill own the Good in all ſorts, 
and difovn the Zad where-ever it is. 

Thirdly, Thoſe Churches or Societies, who profeſs Refor matian from Pepery, and yet 
juſtly chargable with the Sin of Perſecat:on (which is Popery) againit Difſenters from 
them, are the more guilty in the ſight of God, becauſe of their Intincerity in ſuch their 
pretences to R.ciormation, ? 


Foxrthly, Our Requeſt to the late King for Releaſe of near One thouſand fire hundred 


of our pcor Aftlicted Friznds, out of Goals and ſtrait Confinements , and his delivering 
them, andus, and ours frem the Spoilers, the Merctnary and Mercileſs lutormers, 
and other Perſecutors and Spoilers; and our Returns of thankfulneis, when Granted 
and Eilected, tho by a Popiſh Prince, no ways Entitles us to Pepery, nor have we 
cauicio be aihamed of ſuch Applications, or Gratefulneſs. 'We were Thankful to 
God and the King then for the Good we actually received, and hope we ſtall never be 
ungrateful now; and therefore we are not juitly chasgable with Double-mindednels, 
a the Liveller has Infinuated, falſly applying Famer 4. 8, 9, 10. to the Qnakers. Blciled 
be God who hath preſerved us the ſame {till in our Integrity and Sincerity towards 


R him ; and jn our Innocency, Peaceable Converſation, Love and Good- Will towards 
g all men, high and low, Kings, Rulers and People, and the more Good afiy of them do 


us, the more they naturally Oblige us, &c. 


-London, che 300h Written in behal f of the Peaceable 
of the -d ihe P eople of God calle d, Quakers, 
called May 1689. by ſome of them. 


THE END. 
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